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The Team of Aviculture Europe 
wishes you 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy 2014! 

Photo: Dirk de Jong 



Last Summer, this peahen of Henk Oudenampsen in 
Laren (NL) had a made a nest simply in the middle of the 
pasture and started to breed. If she was off the nest, the 
eggs were of course very visible from above for crows 
and alike predators, who off course would not miss such 
a chance. Moreover, the nest was unprotected from the 
mower and unsuspecting people's feet and legs of 
animals. A solution was quickly found, and a table was 
put over her. The peahen didn’t mind and quietly 
continued brooding ... 

PEA HEN UNDER THE TABLE    Text and photos: Freddy Bettink. 



WHITE ~ GOLD PENCILLED HEN                       Photos: Anja Dolstra. 
December last year,  Anja Dolstra (NL) sent us some photos of her 10 year old gold penciled hen that got 
more and more white feathers. Finally there were only a few patches that still had gold penciled feathers. 
She asked if we had any idea why this was happening?  
One of our team, Hein van Grouw, who has been researching phenomena like this for some time now, gave 
several possible explanations but mainly thought that old age - in combination with a related defect – had to 
be seen as the main cause. Thus it's not just old age - otherwise her sister would have become white too - 
but a combination of factors. We ended with the note that if the hen’s physical condition would improve, she 
might regain her beautiful gold pencilled plumage after moulting.  (See December 2012   
http://www.aviculture-europe.nl/nummers/12N06A01.pdf ) 

And yes, Anja recently came back into the air, her old 
hen had become completely white in the course of the 
past year, but now, after moulting, she is growing 
more and more beautiful gold pencilled feathers! Anja 
is still wondering if there is more known about this. 
Last year there was a similar message from someone 
in the USA, with a one year old Marans hen. 
  
Réaumur already described this phenomenon in his 
book 'Art de faire eclore et d'élever en toute saison des 
oiseaux de toutes domestiques espèces, soit par le 
moyen de la chaleur du fumier, soit par le moyen de 
celle du feu ordinaire "Volume 2, Chapter 4. In 1748 he 
noticed this at the chickens of a French farmer and one 
of his own roosters. He describes it as observations, 
and knew no explanation. 
 
Hein van Grouw, who studied feather colouration, 
explained as follows: Temporary discolouration could 
be caused by a (physical) 'defect' during the moult. If 
the 'problem' is later resolved and the pigment cells in 
the skin are still present, then the normal colour will 
return again. 

http://www.aviculture-europe.nl/nummers/12N06A01.pdf
http://books.google.nl/books?id=xBoOAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA239&hl=nl&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false




PHOTOS FROM THE SHOW IN SZCZECIN, POLAND 
By Zbigniew Gilarski 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA  
OF PIGEON BREEDS  

 
It is my pleasure to inform you, that my second 
book titled „ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PIGEON BREEDS” 
(ed. Dragon 2012) has been released. This book 
presents a high standard of graphic and editorial 
art, and its main features are hard cover, full 
colour, over 180 colour photographs of pigeons and 
concise descriptions of various breeds, all at a good 
price.  
The official names of breeds registered in the EE, 
are written in 5 languages: Polish, French, German, 
English and Russian. The book contains excellent 
photographs and descriptions of 91 pigeon breeds. 
In addition to this, the book contains many 
interesting facts about the various breeds, their 
brief histories and fundamental guidelines for their 
breeding. This book will definitely be a valuable 
souvenir for breeders and lovers of literature about 
pigeons.  
I would also like to announce that I still have a 
limited number of copies available of my previous 
book „OUR PIGEONS – Polish Breeds” (ed. OW 
Hoża 2009).  
Warm greetings to all pigeon enthusiasts and I 
encourage you in reading my books. 
 
Author Zbigniew Gilarski – Poland 
 
You are welcome to contact him in the English, 
German or Russian language. 
E-mail: gereza@poczta.fm  
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ENZYKLOPÄDIE DER ZUCHTTAUBEN  
Ich möchte Ihnen mit Vergnügen mitteilen, dass vor Kurzem mein neues Buch unter dem Titel „ENCYKLOPEDIA 
GOŁĘBIE HODOWLANE” (ENZYKLOPÄDIE DER ZUCHTTAUBEN”) (herausgegeben von Wydawnictwo Dragon 
2012) erschienen ist. Das Buch präsentiert ein hohes graphisches und editorisches Niveau, dessen Haupt-
merkmale fester Einband, volle Farbpalette, über 180 Farbfotos von Tauben, kurze Beschreibungen einzelner 
Taubenrassen und günstiger Preis sind.   
Offizielle, von EE registrierte Namen der Taubenrassen wurden in fünf Sprachen angegeben: Polnisch, Fran-
zösisch, Deutsch, Englisch und Russisch. Das Buch enthält ausgezeichnete Fotos und kurze Beschreibungen 
von 91 Taubenrassen. Außer den Fotos und Beschreibungen von Rassenmerkmalen, sind im Buch zahlreiche 
interessante Einzelheiten enthalten, die einzelne Rassen, ihre kurze Geschichte und grundlegende Hinweise 
hinsichtlich der Taubenzucht enthalten.   
Das Buch wird mit Sicherheit ein wertvolles Andenken für jeden Taubenzüchter und Liebhaber der Tauben-
literatur sein.   

Bei Gelegenheit möchte ich Sie infor-
mieren, dass ich noch über einige 
Exemplare von meinem letzten Buch 
„NASZE GOŁĘBIE – rasy polskie” 
(„UNSERE TAUBEN – polnische 
Rassen“) (Herausgeber: OW Hoża 
2009) verfüge. 
Ich grüße herzlich alle Fans der Tau-
benbranche und lade Sie zur Lektüre 
ein. 
 
Autor Zbigniew Gilarski – Polen 
 
You are welcome to contact him in the 
English, German or Russian language. 
E-mail: gereza@poczta.fm  
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From the Book: Encyklopedia Gołębie Hodowlane  / Encyclopedia of Pigeon Breeds, by Zbigniew Gilarski .  



Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwmhI2FqkDw 

BEAUTY OR TASTY?  
The Dong Tao chicken is an original chicken breed from Vietnam, Hung Yen Province. It is a rare breed and 
you will find it nowhere else in the world. The most remarkable are the very thick legs and toes, the scales 
are not arranged in rows. The breed is on the list of protected species in Vietnam. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwmhI2FqkDw


HOLIDAY PHOTOS . . . 
H. van Beesteren (NL) sent us these photos, taken in 
Jamaica. Rasta chickens on a reggae island…? They are 
not that much different from the known hybrids, but 
still very nice to see. Please continue to send in, folks! 
The rooster on the next page walked around at the Bob 
Marley Museum. 



Did you too take photos of poultry or 
pigeons during your holidays 
abroad? Please do send them to us!  
redactie@aviculture-europe.nl ! 

Note that comb! 

mailto:redactie@aviculture-europe.nl


EXHIBITION CALENDAR 2013/2014 
 
THE NETHERLANDS 
http://www.kleindierplaza.nl/fk/tentoonstellingsdatums.pdf  
 
BELGIUM 
Flanders 
http://www.vivfn.be/PDF/Tentoonstellingskalender.pdf 
Wallonia 
http://www.neerhofdieren.be/AIW/Tijdelijk/Expositions_2013-2014.pdf 
 
SWITZERLAND  
http://www.kleintiere-schweiz.ch/index.cfm?Nav=110  
  
FRANCE - poultry 
http://perso.orange.fr/volaillepoultry/expositions.html#expoF   
FRANCE – pigeons 
http://www.pigeons-france.com/rubriques/evenement/  
 
GERMANY – poultry & waterfowl 
http://www.bdrg.de/?redid=350354 
GERMANY - pigeons 
http://www.vdt-online.de/main/index.html  * termine  
 
GREAT BRITAIN – pigeons 
http://www.nationalpigeonassociation.co.uk/#/show-dates-2013/4564943404 
GREAT BRITAIN – poultry 
http://www.poultryclub.org/showing/show-calendar-2013/ 
GREAT BRITAIN – waterfowl 
http://www.waterfowl.org.uk/events.html  
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EUROPEAN SHOWS FOR SINGLE BREEDS  
in the season2013/2014 

 
European breed shows for poultry 
 
07-08 December 2013  Brakels and  bantams, Zottegem Fowl, Zingem Fowl, 
Zwalmvallei Fowl, in Brakel (B) 
12-15 December 2013  Orpingtons, Sussex, Dorkings and their bantams, in 
Herning (DK) see www.racefjerkrae.dk/europaschau 
13-14 December 2013  Australorps and bantams, in Enschede (NL) 
 
 
Source:  
Entente Europeenne  
http://www.entente-ee.com/ 
 

Photo Maureen Hoyle             

http://www.racefjerkrae.dk/europaschau
http://www.entente-ee.com/


European Breed Shows for fancy Pigeons   
season 2013/2014 
 
07-08 December 2013 Debreziner Roller, in Dabas (H) 
---- 2013 Danzig Highflyer in Magdeburg (D)  
19-22 December 2013 Starling, in Reinheim (D)  
20-22 December 2013 Swiss pigeon breeds, in Bulle (CH) 
20-22 December 2013 Italian Owl, in Bulle (CH) 
04-05 January 2014 Timisoara Tumbler, in Dachau (D)  
11-12 January 2014 Arabian Trumpeter, in Neukirchen (D) 
11-12 January 2014 Jacobin, in St Avold (F)  
11-12 January 2014 Mondain, in Jebsheim (F) 
10-12 January 2014 Giant Homer + Homer breeds, in Lysa nad Labem (CZ) 
23-25 January 2014 Dutch Cropper, in Nieuwegein (NL)  
 
 
 
Source: Entente Europeenne  
http://www.entente-ee.com/  
 
 
 
 
 
Photo: Blackpool 2010 
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