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Right: 
Antwerp Bearded bantam. 
Photo: Rik van Lent. 
 
 
Belgium is one of the smallest 
countries in the European 
Community. Or at least was, 
before the extension with even 
smaller countries like Estonia or 
Malta. Brussels, the capital of 
Belgium, is also the capital of 
the European Community. 
Belgium is well known for its 
bantams. Which are true 
bantams! 
There is no particular reason for 
this preference for small breeds. 
Or it must be that Belgium has 
had for long a genuine breed, 
D’Anvers, which is the basis for 
various breeds. With such a 
solid background, Belgian 
bantams have conquered the 
world. But Belgium is also well 
known for its egg laying birds 
like Brakel (Campine) and, last but not least, its huge game birds.  
We must realize that poultry breeding and preserving old breeds have 
substantially suffered in Belgium because of the two World wars. Many breeds 
could hardly recover from these two devastating historical events. Needless to 

say, most breeds lost much of their original genetic base 
and are more rare today than before 1914 . 
Let me introduce the bantams and some other interesting 
Belgian breeds to you. 
 
 
Belgian bantams 
The first breed which crosses our mind is the Antwerp 
bearded bantam, or the D’Anvers, as we know it in 
America. Actually, in French, it means “from Antwerp”. This 
true bantam stands at the foundation of many more Belgian 
breeds like Ukkel bearded bantam (Bearded d’Uccle), 
Watermaal bearded bantam, Grubbe bearded bantam and 
Everberg bearded bantam. Indeed, we can say that there is 
a preference for bearded bantam breeds in Belgium! The 
D’Anvers is an old breed whose origins date back to the 17th 
century. 
Left: Antwerp Bearded. Photo AE. 



The Antwerp is an elegant and proud bantam, with strongly developed beard and 
muffs and low wings. It has a so called small rose comb. This bantam is very 
attractive and has many supporters worldwide. It became famous in its most 
popular quail colour, although it exists in more than 25 colours nowadays. It is 
very popular with breeders who have limited space, because the Antwerp is 
satisfied with a small coop. The breed was introduced in America in the first half 
of the 20th century, although it already appeared on paintings in the 17th century. 

 
The Bearded d’Uccle bearded bantam 
looks very much alike the common 
Booted Bantam, but then with a full 
beard and muffs. It has so called ‘vulture 
hocks’ , a feature shared by the Booted 
Bantam as well. The D’Uccle has never 
been able to gather a large number of 
supporters. D’Uccle bantams are friendly 
and accept small coops and can be kept 
in a free range situation without 
damaging the garden too much. The 
Bearded d’Uccle was admitted to the APA 
in 1914.  
 
Left: Uccle Bearded bantam pullet. 
Photo: Dirk de Jong. 
 
Below: Uccle Bearded bantam pullets in 
porcelain and yellow mottled. 
Photo: Luuk Hans. 
 

The Everberg bearded bantam is actually a rumpless Uccle bantam and was 
created out of a spontaneous mutation of Uccle bearded bantams around 1906 in 
Everberg, a small village east of Brussels.  
 



The Grubbe bearded bantam is actually a rumpless 
Antwerp. Contrary to the other breeds it is not 
named after a town but after a big villa, called the 
“Grubbe’, where it was created.  
 
Left: Grubbe 
bearded 
bantam 
cockerel. 
Photo: Luuk 
Hans. 
 

Right: 
Everberg 
bearded 

bantam pullet. 
Photo: Dirk de 

Jong. 
 

 
The Antwerp stood also at the basis of the 
Watermael bearded bantam, which looks like an Antwerp bantam with a small 
crest. It is a little smaller. His originator kept its genealogy secret, but the 
Antwerp must certainly have played a certain role. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: Watermael bearded bantam 
cockerel. 
Photo: Dirk de Jong. 
 
 
 
Left: In Belgium, there is also a 
rumpless variety of the Watermael, 
called the Bosvoorde bearded bantam. 
Photo: Rik van Lent. 
 



Belgium has also produced some non-bearded varieties, such as the Bassete, the 
Doornik bantam and the Belgian Bantam.  
 
The Bassette is a relatively large 
bantam (1,0 kg) created at the begin-
ning of the 20th century and based on a 
selective process involving farmyard 
chickens. Selection took place mainly 
towards egg-laying qualities. It is an 
active bird, well equipped for free range. 

 
Above and Left: Bassette, quail colour. 
Photos : Dirk de Jong. 
 
 
 
The Doornik bantam was created in the 
19th century near Doornik, near the 
French border, were the river Schelde 

enters Belgium. It is also known as the “shipper´s bantam” since it was held on 
many barges, free on the deck. It has a unique colour, the so called ‘tricolour’. 
The Doornik becomes easily broody and they were kept for breeding pheasants.  
 
Below: Trio Doornik bantams. Photo: Dirk de Jong. 
 



Last in this summing up is the Belgian Bantam. Like Germany, America, 
Sweden and Holland, also Belgium has its own bantam, but this one was only 
recognized in 1934. 

Above: A pair of Belgiam bantams. Photo Dirk de Jong. 
 
Of course Belgium has a few more true bantam breeds, but we have only made 
reference to the most important ones. We will come across some more bantam 
breeds when describing the large breeds. 
 
Large breeds 
Belgium has some interesting large poultry breeds, which are mostly unknown to 
us. However, on the other side of the spectrum some breeds are very well 
known. 
To start at this side of the spectrum we 
can surely mention the Brakel, better 
known as Campine in America. However, 
the Campine differs from it ancestors, 
the Brakel, since the Campine is smaller.  
 
Right: A Brakel pullet. 
Photo: Dirk de Jong. 
 
Nothing is known about the origins of the 
Brakel except that they had already 
appeared in the 15th century in local 
markets in Belgium. But not even there 
could one find an official description of 
colour and such. Nevertheless, it seems 
that the colour appealed to many people. 
The plumage of the rooster and the hen 
are the same. 
The breed was nearly destroyed in WWI. Later on, new breeds, which were 
economically superior, pushed it into forgetfulness. In the 1970´s the breed was 
rebuilt on the basis of a mere handful of the Brakels that were left.. Since then, 
their existence has been safe. In England its nickname was ‘Every Day Layer’ 
because of its egg laying qualities. 
 



The Malines or Cuckoo Malines, named after its most popular colour, is a meat 
producing breed, as famous as the Bresse fowl in France. It had already 
developed in the 18th century, but got its feathered legs after 1850, when the 
Brahmas were introduced. A very popular breed in the 19th century, but both 
World Wars put an end to it and only in the 1980’s this breed recovered, thanks 
to some fanciers.  
For exports to Germany one was looking for a heavier breed; the Bruges game 
was crossed to the Malines. The result is a heavy bird which has a more 
aggressive appearance. It has a head more like that of a game bird and 
therefore it is called Malines ‘Turkeyhead’. This breed is rare. 

Above: A Malines ‘turkey-head’ with her chicks. Photo: Luuk Hans. 
 

Last but not least I would like to mention 
the Ardenner Fowl. A very old breed 
that descended from the French 
Gauloise, an ancient Gallic fowl, geneti-
cally close to the jungle fowl. Anyway, 
they have in common their search for 
freedom. If the choice were theirs they 
would sleep outside, high in the trees. 
Take them in the hand and they scream 
loud and persistently. Needless to say 
this breed needs room. Most popular 
colours are brown red and birchen. This 
breed often has purple faces.  

There is also a bantam variety and 
even a rumpless variety exists, which 
is extremely rare.  
 
Above: Head study. Photo Luuk Hans. 
Right: Ardenner bantams.  
Photo Jan Bollen. 



Left: Bruges Game. 
Photo: Dirk de Jong. 
 
Belgian Game Fowl 
We mentioned the Bruges Game already in 
relation to the Malines Turkeyhead. In 2008 the 
Bruges Game celebrated its 100 year anniversary 
for being in the Belgian Standard. But the Bruges 
Game is much older. The western part of Flanders 
and the north of France are well known for their 
game tradition. Actually, game fighting is still 
taking place in northern France.  
The Bruges game is a heavy breed with the cocks 
weighing around 5kg. Since the ban on game 
fighting in Belgium, the Bruges Game has become 
a hobby breed, but it lead 
also to a strong decrease 
of the Bruges Game. The 
most popular colour is 
blue red which have a 
striking dark deep purple 

head. Contrary to other game breeds the Belgian Game 
are good layers. 
 
Right: Lièges Game. Photo Dirk de Jong. 
 
At the end of the 19th century, one tried, around Liège, 
to improve the game fighting capabilities of the Bruges 
Game by crossing it with Asian games, probably Malay. 
Eventually, a new breed was created, the Lièges 
Game.  By its origin the two breeds look very much 

alike. 
The 
main 
diffe-
rence 
is in the back line; the Bruges 
Game has a fairly horizontal 
back, while the Lièges Game 
has a sloping back. 
Furthermore, the type of the 
Lièges Game is more upright. 
In general the Liège is also 
somewhat longer and thinner 
and its legs are a bit longer. 
Spurs are desired in the hens. 
 
Left: Tirlemont Game. 
Photo: Dirk de Jong. 
 
The third one is the Tirlemont 
Game, which was already 
mentioned in 1884. As far as 
the type is concerned, it looks 
very much like the Liège 
Game, but the Tirlemont Game 
differs from the Liège Game by 
the total absence of dark 



pigment; it must have a white skin, white beak and legs. This is the rarest game 
breed compared to the other two. 
All three also exist in a bantam variety, although the bantams are less 
aggressive. 
 
In summary 
Most Belgian breeds suffered a lot in the First and Second World Wars, in 
particular the large breeds. Fortunately most have been saved from extinction by 
the fanciers. Still, Belgium is most famous for its original bearded bantams. 
Proud of their small and assertive appearance. They are right; small is beautiful! 
 
For more extensive info, please visit http://users.telenet.be/jaak.rousseau/ 

 
Below: Antwerp Bearded bantam male, blue quail. Photo: Rik van Lent. 
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